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In this department every effort is made to publish timely announcements of future meet- 
ings, as well as reports of events and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on 
the organizers of meetings to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports of local activities in the history of mathematics. Unneces- 
sary duplication may be avoided by checking with the Editor or the nearest member of the 
International Commission listed on the back cover of Historiu Mcrthamuticu before submit- 
ting reports to this department. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Riccati Equation in Control, Systems, and Signals 
A Workshop Celebrating Two and a Half Centuries of the Riccati Equation 
Villa Gallia, Como, Italy, June 26-28, 1989 
During his lifetime, Count Jacopo Francesco Riccati (b. Venice, 1676; d. 
Treviso, 1754) became well known for his method of the separation of variables in 
the solution of differential equations of various kinds. One of the equations he 
considered was named after him in many textbooks of the period. For instance, in 
the Trait4 du calcul integral pour servir de suite d l’analyse des injiniment petits, 
by le Marquis de 1’Hopital (Paris, 1756), one can find the following statement (p. 
8): “Si dans l’equation axmdx + cyqx”dx = dy on ay = 2, cette equation devient la 
fameuse equation que tous les Geometres connaissent sous le nom de I’equation 
de Riccati.” More than 2 centuries later, the Riccati equation has become of 
paramount importance in control, systems, and signals. 
The purpose of the meeting is to present a coherent picture of the main results 
achieved in the last 30 years on the Riccati equation. Theory, applications, and 
numerical algorithms will be considered with emphasis on their relevance to opti- 
mal control and filtering, linear-quadratic Gaussian problems, H-infinity optimiza- 
tion, network synthesis, etc. There will be an opening lecture by R. E. Kalman 
(Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich, Switzerland, and University of 
Florida, Gainesville, FL, U.S.A.), three tutorial lectures by A. Laub (University 
of California at Santa Barbara, U.S.A.). M. A. Shayman (University of Maryland, 
U.S.A.), and J. C. Willems (Groningen University, The Netherlands), invited 
lectures, and contributed papers. 
The language of the meeting is English. 
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The program committee members are S. Bittanti (Politecnico di Milano, Italy), 
A. Laub (University of California at Santa Barbara, U.S.A.), J. C. Willems (Gro- 
ningen University, The Netherlands), and H. K. Wimmer (Universittit Wtirzburg, 
West Germany). 
The invited speakers are S. Bittanti (Politecnico di Milano, Italy), R. S. Bucy 
(University of Southern California, U.S.A.), A. Bunse-Gerstner (Universitat 
Bielefeld, West Germany), R. Byers (University of Kansas, U.S.A.), M. Gevers 
(Universite Catholique Louvain, Belgium), K. Glover (Cambridge University, 
UK), D. Hinrichsen (Universitat Bremen, West Germany), T. Kailath (Stanford 
University, U.S.A.), V. KuCera (Czechoslovak Academy of Science, Czecho- 
slovakia), V. Mehrman (Universitat Bielefeld, West Germany), J. B. Moore (Aus- 
tralian National University, Australia), T. Nishimura (Inst. of Space and Astron. 
Science Japan), L. Rodman (College of William and Mary, U.S.A.), L. M. Silver- 
man (University of Southern California, U.S.A.), J. L. Speyer (University of 
Texas at Austin, U.S.A.), H. L. Trentelman (Tech. Univ. Eindhoven, The Neth- 
erlands), J. L. Willems (University of Gent, Belgium), and H. K. Wimmer (Uni- 
versittit Wiirzburg, West Germany). 
The organizing committee members are S. Bittanti (Politecnico di Milano, It- 
aly), P. Bolzern (Politecnico di Milano, Italy), P. Colaneri (Centro Teoria dei 
Sistemi C.N.R., Italy), and G. De Nicolao (Centro Teoria dei Sistemi C.N.R., 
Italy). 
The meeting will be held at Villa Gallia, an 18th-century villa located on the 
shore of Lake Como in Como, Italy. The historic town of Como is easily reachable 
from Milan0 by either car (motorway A9) or train. Trains run frequently from 
Stazione Ferrovie Nord of Milano, but there are trains from the Stazione Centrale 
or Stazione Porta Garibaldi as well. Alternatively, Como can be reached from the 
Zurich airport by train or by car. 
The Centro di Cultura Scientifica A. Volta will take care of the local organiza- 
tion, including hotel reservations. Advance reservations are recommended since 
June is Como’s tourist season. The address of the Centro is 
Centro di Cultura Scientifica A. Volta 
Villa Olmo 
Via Cantoni, 1 
22100 Como, Italy 
Phone number 3 1.552563 
Telex 380547 CAM CO I 
Email GCASATI @ IMICLVX.BITNET 
Please note that the phone number of the Centro di Cultura Scientifica A. Volta 
was changed in October or November 1988. The new number is 3 1.572213. 
